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III. DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thompson et al . (U.S. Patent 6,668,253) in 
view of Brooke et al . (U.S. Patent 6,748,569). 

As to Claim 1, Thompson et al . discloses a web interface 
system for use with a business information system, the web 
interface system providing an interface to a user and 
comprising : 

a first set of HTML interface tools located on a business 
intelligence server (Fig. 1) the first set of HTML interface 
tools including at least one of spreadsheet tools, graphing 
tools, auto -prompt tools, and report generation and management 
tools (i.e. report generation/data retrieval) (Fig. 1); 
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second set of HTML interface tools located on a web server 
(i.e. web server) (Fig. 1), the second set of HTML interface 
tools including at least one of navigation tools (Fig. 2) ; and 

means for providing communication between the business 
intelligence server, the web server, and the user, such that the 
user is able to utilize the first set of HTML interface tools 
and the second set of HTML interface tools (Fig. 1-2) . 

Thompson et al . does not teach internationalization tools. 

Brooke et al . teach internationalization tools (XML 
supports European, Middle Eastern, African, and Asian languages, 
and all conforming processors support the Unicode character set 
encodings) (col. 2, lines 5-9) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified Thompson et al . with internationalization tools. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Thompson et al . by the teaching of Brooke et al . 
because providing internationalization tools allows the 
improvements of flexibility^ as taught by Brooke et al . (col. 3, 
lines 11-12) . 



As to Claim 2, Thompson et al . as modified 
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teaches a Web interface system wherein 

the first set of HTML interface tools located on the 
business intelligence server obtains results through 
communication with a plurality of storage facilities ( Thompson 
et al . Fig. 9) . 

As to Claim 3, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the plurality of storage devices includes cache files, 
object -data, and a data warehouse ( Thompson et al . Fig. 9 and 
col . 31 , line 55) . 

As to Claim 4, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the auto-prompting tools comprise means for enabling a 
client to specify filtering criteria (i.e. EIM provides the 
ability to create user definable parameters for querying the 
data warehouse and filtering information) ( Thompson et al . col. 
10, lines 1-16) . 



As to Claim 5, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 
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the auto -prompting tools additionally comprise DHTML tools 
( i.e. generate the DHTML necessary for the EIM application) 
( Thompson et al . col. 31, lines 1-5). 

As to Claim 6, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the report generation and management tools comprise means 
for enabling the user to specify the full report to be viewed 
( Thompson et al . Fig. 2) . 

As to Claim 7, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the report generation and management tools additionally 
comprise pull -down menus in HTML ( Thompson et al . Fig. 2-8) . 

As to Claim 8, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the report generation and management tools comprise DHTML 
or HTML pivoting tools for enabling movement of attributes 
within an executed report ( Thompson et al . col. 21, lines 7-67) . 



As to Claim 9, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 
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the spreadsheet tools comprise means for providing features 
to the user including at least one of pop-up menus for 
controlling, drilling, outlining, sorting, and formatting 
options (i.e. a so-called "outline mode" provides the ability to 
view data hierarchically showing subtotals at chosen levels of 
detail) ( Thompson et al . col. 9, lines 35-42) . 

As to Claim 11, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

additional HTML spreadsheet functions provided on the web 
server (i.e. spreadsheet) ( Thompson et al . col. 9, lines 35-42). 

As to Claim 12, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the graphing tools comprise means for generating a graph 
inside of the business intelligence server and creating a file 
for transmitting to the web server computer for insertion of the 
graph into HTML (graph... delivered by EIM is preferably through 
Dynamic HTML pages. ) ( Thompson et al . col. 30, lines 52-59) . 



As to Claim 13, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 
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the internationalization tools comprise means for 
communicating in one of a plurality of languages ( Brooke et al . 
col . 2 , lines 5-9) . 

As to Claim 13, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a Web 
interface system wherein 

the navigation tools comprise means for simultaneous 
display of toolbars, menus, and a grid to the user ( Thompson et 
al. Fig. 3-8) . 



As to Claim 14, Thompson et al . discloses a method for 
providing a web interface for a user- through the use of a web 
server and a business intelligence server, the method comprising 
the steps of, 

loading a first set of HTML interface tools on the business 
intelligence server (Fig. 1) , the first set of HTML interface 
tools including at least one of spreadsheet tools, graphing 
tools, auto-prompt tools (i.e. report generation/data 
retrieval) (Fig. 1) , and 

report generation and management tools; loading a second 
set of HTML interface tools located on the web server (i.e. web 
server) (Fig. 1) , the second set of HTML interface tools 
including at least one of navigation tools (Fig. 2) ;and 
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providing communication means between the business 
intelligence server, the web server, and the user, such that the 
user is able to utilize the first set of HTML interface tools 
and the second set of HTML interface tools (Fig. 1-2) . 

Thompson et al . does not teach internationalization tools. 

Brooke et al . teach internationalization tools (XML 
supports European, Middle Eastern, African, and Asian languages, 
and all conforming processors support the Unicode character set 
encodings) (col . 2, lines 5-9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified Thompson et al . with internationalization tools. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary- 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Thompson et al . by the teaching of Brooke et al . 
because providing internationalization tools allows the 
improvements of flexibility, as taught by Brooke et al . (col. 3, 
lines 11-12) . 

As to Claim 15, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a 
method further comprising the step of providing 

a plurality of storage devices for communication with the 
first set of HTML interface tools on the business intelligence 
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server, wherein the plurality of storage devices includes cache 
files, object data, and a data warehouse ( Thompson et al . Fig. 9 
and col. 31, line 55). 

As to Claim 16, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a 
method further comprising the step of 

loading the first set of HTML interface tools comprises 
loading DHTML auto -prompt ing tools having means for enabling the 
user to specify filtering criteria (i.e. EIM provides the 
ability to create user definable parameters for querying the 
data warehouse and filtering information) ( Thompson et al . col. 
10, lines 1-16) . 

As to Claim 17, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a 
method wherein the step of loading the first set of HTML 
interface tools comprises loading means for enabling the user to 
specify the full report to be viewed and means for providing 
pull -down menus in HTML ( Thompson et al . Fig. 2) . 

As to Claim 18, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a 
method wherein the step of loading the first set of HTML 
interface tools comprises loading DHTML or HTML pivoting tools 
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for enabling movement of attributes within an executed report 
( Thompson et al , col. 21, lines 7-67). 

As to Claim 19, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a 
method wherein the step of loading the first set of HTML 
interface tools comprises loading means 

for displaying features to the user, the features including 
pop-up menus for controlling drilling, outlining, sorting, and 
formatting options (i.e. a so-called "outline mode" provides the 
ability to view data hierarchically showing subtotals at chosen 
levels of detail) ( Thompson et al . col. 9, lines 35-42). 

As to Claim 20, Thompson et al . as modified teaches a method 
further comprising loading additional HTML spreadsheet functions 
provided on the web server (i.e. a so-called "outline mode" 
provides the ability to view data hierarchically showing 
subtotals at chosen levels of detail) ( Thompson et al . col. 9, 
lines 35-42) . 

Prior Art Made of Record 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Livingston et al . (U.S. Patent No. 6,424,979); 
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Bakalash et al . (U.S. Patent No. 6,408,292); and 
Chen (U.S. Patent No. 6,363,353); 



J 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yicun Wu 
whose telephone number is 703-305-4889. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday -Friday. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 703- 
305-3830. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final 
communications . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Yicun Wu 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 

August 8, 2 0 04 ^Citv \ss0 




